[bookmark: cultural_voices_anthology_brief]Cultural Voices Anthology – Brief
(Multicultural, multi‑language, multi‑identity)
Working title: [e.g. “The Other 33: Cultural Voices”]
Publisher: Nine Red Presents… (CIC) (non‑profit arts and wellbeing organisation)
Broad outline
An anthology celebrating the many cultures, languages, lineages and crossings that make up contemporary Bedfordshire and beyond. We particularly welcome work from writers with Caribbean, African, South Asian, Eastern European, Middle Eastern and other diasporic heritages, as well as mixed‑heritage and multi‑identity experiences.
Pieces can be in English, in other languages (with or without translation), or move between languages. We welcome work about home, migration, belonging, faith, race, class, language, food, family, music, memory and the contradictions of living between cultures.
What we’re looking for
· [bookmark: fnref2]Poetry and short prose that foreground specific cultural textures – sounds, smells, idioms, histories, celebrations, frictions.
· Multilingual work that plays honestly with code‑switching and multiple mother tongues.
· Pieces that push back against stereotypes and show the richness and nuance of your communities and identities.
Boundaries
· You are the expert on your own identity; please treat other communities with respect and care.
· No work that incites hatred or dehumanises any group.
· If drawing on sacred stories or community histories, be mindful of what your elders/faith/community would consider appropriate to share publicly; anonymise or fictionalise if needed.
Length & format
· Poetry: up to 40 lines per poem (1–3 poems).
· Prose: 500–1,500 words (1 piece).
· Non‑English text is welcome; if there is no translation, add a 1–3 sentence note giving readers a way into the piece.
Who can submit
· Writers of any age with a strong connection to Bedfordshire (youth work may be included here or in Young Voices depending on fit).
Submission details
· Deadline: 30th November 2026
· Email: beyond@artundefined.co.uk 
· Subject line: Cultural Voices – [Your Name]
· Include a 50–100 word bio naming any cultural/linguistic roots you’re comfortable sharing and the languages present in your piece.
Publication & rights
· Selected pieces will be published in print and/or digital formats by Nine Red Presents… CIC.
· Authors will retain copyright in their work and grant Nine Red Presents… CIC permission to publish and promote the anthology and its contents.


