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An anthology of poetry and short prose by young people, capturing how it feels to grow up here and now. It sits alongside BedfordSHARE and Poetry Together activity, lifting up children and young people as creators in their own right.
We’re interested in everything from school, friendship and family to identity, climate, injustice, joy, fandoms, gaming, faith, love, pressure and hope. We want work that sounds like you – not what you think a “proper poem” should sound like.
What we’re looking for
· Honest, specific, surprising work by young writers.
· Real voice – including dialect, slang, humour, strong feelings.
· Writing that reflects your actual world, online and offline.
Age range
· Young writers aged [e.g. 11–25].
· We may group pieces by age band inside the book (for example 11–14, 15–18, 19–25).
Boundaries
· No hate speech or bullying of real individuals.
· If writing about real people (friends, teachers, family) in a negative way, please fictionalise i.e. change names and identifiable details.
· Difficult topics (mental health, self‑harm, abuse, crime, substance use, etc.) are allowed, but pieces may need safeguarding follow‑up if they suggest someone is currently unsafe.
Length & format
· Poetry: up to 30 lines (up to 2 poems).
· Prose: 300–1,000 words (1 piece).
· Submit as a Word document or similar with clear line breaks and your name/age on the first page.
Who can submit
· Young people aged [11–25] who live, study or have a strong connection to Bedfordshire.
Submission details
· Deadline: 30th November 2026
· Email: beyond@artundefined.co.uk 
· Subject line: Young Voices – [Name] – [Age]
· Include:
· Your name and age.
· School/college/youth group (if relevant).

Publication & rights
· Selected pieces will be published in print and/or digital formats by Nine Red Presents… CIC.
· Authors will retain copyright in their work and grant Nine Red Presents… CIC permission to publish and promote the anthology and its contents.

